
Schedule: 
8:30 – 9:00AM  – Registration/Breakfast 

9:00 – 10:00AM – Keynote Lecture- Bruce Roth, Ph.D. 
10:00 – 10:30AM – Q&A with Bruce Roth, Ph.D. 

10:30 – 12:00PM – Career Development Panel 
12:00 – 1:30PM – Networking Lunch with Invited Panelists     

Professional Headshots Taken (Assembly Hall), 12:45PM 
1:30 – 2:30PM – Active Career Exploration Workshop 

2:30 – 3:30PM – Resume Building Workshop with Invited 
Panelists

Keynote Lecture: 

“The Discovery and Development 
of  Lipitor: Would Anyone Make 

This Molecule Today?” 

 Bruce Roth, Ph.D.,  Former Senior 
Vice President of  Small Molecule 
Drug Discovery, Genentech, Inc.

ACS Medicinal Chemistry Career Forum 
Rackham Amphitheater and Assembly Hall 

Friday, May 18th, 2018

Invited Panelists 

Anthony Emanuele, Ph.D., Senior 
Development Scientist, Beckman 

Coulter, Inc. 

Sarah Mikelman, Ph.D., Medical 
Writer, Oxford PharmaGenesis 

David Bartley, Ph.D., Chair and 
Associate Professor, Department 
of  Chemistry and Biochemistry, 

Adrian College

Carole Parent, Ph.D., Former 
Deputy Director of  the Center for 
Cancer Research, National Cancer 

Institute

IndustryScientific Writing

GovernmentAcademia

 
 
 
 
 
 

428 Church Street, Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1065 Tel: 734-647-8429 Fax 734-763-2022 

George A. Garcia, PhD, Professor and Chair of Medicinal Chemistry 
Director, Interdepartmental Program in Medicinal Chemistry 
Co-Director, Pharmacological Sciences Training Program 
Tel: 734-764-2202                                Email:  gagarcia@umich.edu 

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (F31) IRG August 2, 2016 
Re: Sumit Bandekar 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 

This letter is in support of Mr. Sumit Bandekar, a Ph. D. candidate in Medicinal Chemistry at the end of 
his second year at the University of Michigan.  Sumit is an outstanding student and has excelled in his 
coursework and recently completed his preliminary exam and advanced to candidacy.  In recognition of 
his scholarship, he was appointed to the Pharmacological Sciences Training Program.  Sumit has recently 
published a book chapter and expects to submit a first-author publication towards the end of his third 
year.  He is making excellent progress in the Medicinal Chemistry Ph.D. program and shows great 
promise for a career in academic drug discovery. 

Program Description:  Medicinal chemistry involves the application of the techniques and approaches of 
chemical biology, synthetic organic chemistry, combinatorial (bio)chemistry, mechanistic enzymology, 
computational chemistry, chemical genomics, and high-throughput screening focused on the ultimate goal 
of drug discovery.  The curriculum of our program contains a common core of courses that are 
fundamental to Medicinal Chemistry (e.g., medicinal chemistry, advanced biochemistry, and organic 
chemistry).  To allow students to specialize in their area of interest, four academic tracks include track-
specific coursework (e.g., organic chemistry, biophysics, bioinformatics, and biochemistry).  Students 
work with their advisors to select electives, allowing them to further customize their curriculum.  In 
addition to technical coursework, students also take a Responsible Conduct of Research seminar during 
their 1st year.  During their 1st year, students pursue research rotations in two to three research 
laboratories of their choice to explore faculty research in order to find a laboratory in which to conduct 
their dissertation research.  Students write written reports on their research rotations and receive feedback 
from their advisor.  After the rotations, students join a lab and begin full time research.  Students also gain 
grant proposal writing experience in MedChem 740, where they must write and defend an R21-style 
original research proposal, unrelated to their thesis research.  The department conducts a weekly seminar 
program, which brings in experts from academia and industry to present their experience in the drug 
discovery process.  Students complete rigorous preliminary exams after the end of their 2nd year where 
they write and orally defend to a panel of 3 faculty an R21-style proposal for their planned dissertation 
work.  A minimum of one-semester teaching provides teaching experience and is also required prior to 
thesis defense.  Progress is monitored by annual dissertation committee meetings where students present 
their research progress and discuss academic milestones and professional development plans.  At the 3rd 
year committee meeting, students present their research to the department at large.  Six months before the 
dissertation defense, a dissertation committee meeting is held to review the data generated and to agree 
upon the final work to be done.  The Ph.D. in Medicinal Chemistry is granted upon submission of a 
written thesis and successful oral defense of that thesis.  The oral defense takes the format of a public 
presentation included within the regular medicinal chemistry seminar schedule.  This Ph.D. program has 
an average completion time of 5.1 years, and graduates have gone on to outstanding positions in academic 
and industrial drug discovery and related laboratories. 

Sincerely, 

 
George A. Garcia 

Questions? Contact acsmediexec@umich.edu

Keynote Open to the Public 
RSVP Required For All Other Events: Students and 

Postdoctoral Fellows From All Departments Welcome

mailto:acsmediexec@umich.edu

